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Abstract

The passage, John 16:8-11, falls within John’s farewell discourse
(John 13-17) and is counted among the five paraclete sayings. Due to
the syntactical arduousness of these verses, one is often left to puzzle
over their meanings, particularly, the role of the Holy Spirit and the
nature of the “righteousness” in 16:10. Most scholars interpret this
passage as in a judicial context to demonstrate the forensic role of the
Paraclete to the world. Some others suggest that the Paraclete will
prove the world’s wrong. For regarding the debatable meaning of the
“righteousness” in 16:10, most interpreters consider it as the false-
righteousness of the world (ironic use).

Although many have done significant works on this pericope and
provided their insights, those interpretations also seem to narrow the
meaning by only viewing the issues from one angle. I survey the
literary structure and genre of the text, the plot related to the Holy Spirit,
and the syntax of 16:8-11 in order to learn the possible purpose of those
Paraclete-sayings in the farewell discourse and the role of the Holy
Spirit in it with respect to a socio-cultural point of view. I argue that the
role of the Spirit in John 16:8-11 is not as a forensic figure to prosecute
or convict the world, but rather as a broker and a sustainer to point out
the world’s wrong to Jesus’ disciples on account of the world’s sin and
judgment and Jesus’ righteousness, in order to strengthen and

encourage the disciples.
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