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Abstract

This article attempts to find correlations between mother-infant
relationship and God-human relationship, hoping to see if the clue to
understand the generic human rebelliousness may be found in the
psycho-socialization process of infants. While a mother may embrace
with full acceptance of the infant’s ruthless behaviors, will God be at
least equally acceptance of human’s rebelliousness so that it will be
outgrown, and the man can mature and his soul may find ultimate
peace? The first part of the article will briefly introduce the idea of

“the unfinished baby” and the stage defined as the “unrememberable
and unforgettable,” followed by D. W. Winnicott’s parent-infant theory.
The author will delineate five areas: primary maternal preoccupation,
mother’s face, the illusion of omnipotence, ruthlessness of the infants,
and the good-enough and not good-enough mother. The second half of
the article will be a theological interpretation in correlation, which
comes in five parts: the merging of God and human; blames,
ruthlessness, and rebelliousness of human; where from your face can I
flee; ridding off the false self and recovering the true self; and finding
in rest in God. By employing theological imagination and interpretation,
the author hope that the input from parent-infant theory can enrich the

discussion of theological anthropology.
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