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Abstract

This paper attempts to demonstrate that beauty is the foundation
of ethical actions and real beauty (theological aesthetics) provides a
stage for ethical actions (theological dramatics). This paper is
organized in three sections, showing that the ethics of aesthetics is
dramatic out of necessity based on the understanding that ethical
actions are rooted in aesthetics.

First, this paper references the ideas regarding theological
aesthetics formulated by the Swiss Catholic theologian Hans Urs von
Balthasar (1905-1988), in order to elaborate on ethical responses and
decisions motivated by beauty. The paper also summarizes the ongoing
discussions surrounding Hans Urs von Balthasar’s ethics of theological
aesthetics. Secondly, this paper explores the intrinsic connection
between aesthetics and ethics. Through the research of the formational
and ethical characteristics of theological aesthetics, it clarifies the
significance of dramatic ethics with respect to theological aesthetics.
Lastly, with the support of the previous sections, the essential
transition between theological aesthetics and theological dramatics is
explained. From the ontological perspective of theological aesthetics,
the problem in ethics should not be confined within how or what
would be the appropriate ethical responses and decisions, but more
importantly should be related to the dramatic ethics displayed by a
person who is driven by “mission” in life on the world stage. Dramatic

ethics, as described above, would require beauty as their foundation.
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