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DEVELOPING INTEREST IN READING

Bverywhere the educational world is agreed that without reading there is
little learning, or at best, learning under a mozt discouraging handicape To
be able to achieve fully this educational objective, a school has to have a full
complement of library vesources, personnel and services. Francis Keppel
said, “a school without a library is a crippled schools” True, but have you
ever seen a fully ejuipped library with no library patron? Yes? May we not
say that this library is crippled too? Has it ever oscur to you way this is
50? You may bhe able to think of various good reasons, but there is one common
veason, and that is the lack of interest in reading. Few people actually
realize how much this has been neglected in their efforts to educate a child.

This brings us to the subject of this article

developing a child’s interest in
reading.

It is true that the child learns his reading skills in school; and the library
provides the reading materials, however, readinz interest does not naturally
result from them alone. Rather, it also comes from every personal experience
a child has. Parents have a lot to do with the development of this trait.
Although the child’s reading interest rvefers to the level of his likes and
dislikes, his home conditions also play an important vole. Parvents’ attitudes
and appreciations toward books count a lot. They count so much that we can
say parents of pre-school aze children arve wresponsible for developinz the
child’s interest in reading. Joseph L. Fronch sugzgests that pavents may
broaden the child’'s interest by conducting short trips, or by suzgesting simple
projects that will be a springboard to reading, or by providing a variety of

“reading programs. All these will provide and develop the skills that th2 child
will need when he begins to read independently.
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When the child begins to read independently, his reading program should
be composed of materials which he reads for the development of specific
skills, for recreational enjoyment, for information and others. Parents should
continue to help the child in the selection of books that will excite and please
him from the very start and that will provide information necessary to meet
the needs of his day to day problems. It should be noted that the books which
a child reads for pleasure are as important as his textbooks. When a child
develops a dislike of literature or fails to become interested in reading, it is
likely that he was taught to read in deadly earnest instead of reading for
intellectual and emotional entertainment. in this case, the child should be
provided with time and opportunity to enjoy recreational readinge. Books that
have beauty, charm and possess permanent values should be introduced.

The guidance parents give to a child in reading will be much more
effective if it is in harmony with the guidance the teacher gives at school.
Therefore, it is important for the pavents to get acquainted with the teacher,
so that the teacher can explain how reading skills arve taught. With this
knowledge and their intimate association with the child, they can help him
more effectivelye

According to the information I have, there is little cooperation between
the teacher in the school who teach the skills and the parents who should be
helping in the development of this traite Many parents do not care what
their child read:. Some arve just contented with their child reading their
textbooks or anything he picks up at home. The lack of this guidance results
in the child’s reading of nothing more than the comie bhooks for reereational
enjoyment and other cheap literature for information purposes. Therefore we
should bear in mind that a child’s interest in reading may be “stimulated and
nurtured or inhibited and destroyed.” If a child is directed to look upon
reading as being delightful, is encouraged in his efforts, is provided with
the right materials and challenged in satisfying situations, he will show
progress beyond the anticipation of teacher and parentse

Susan Yu

Mavrch 20, 1974
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CHANGE !

-Change, more change, the acceleration of change, a roaring eurrent of
change, a fire storm of change, arve all phrases used to try to deseribe what
is taking place in today'’s world. The hook, Future Shock, by Alvin Toffler

is a runaway bestsellere In a unique way he deseribes how change is
avalanching upon the heads of the people of the world in suech a rapid way
that most people are unable to cope with ite He attempts to tell. what
happens to people when they are overwhelmed by ite Too much change ecan
cause feelings of frustration, unsecurity and confusion. These in turn ecan
produce personal, physieal, psychologieal and sociological consequences.

Then Toffler gives the reader a look into the future whieh can shoek the
strongest optimist. If people are overwhelmed by echange now and cannot cope
with -it, what will happen when change is accelerated even more. It could
mean chaose. So the bhig problem facing world leaders today is how to prepare
people to face this threatening future of instant change, and prevent
widespread confusion.

Mr., Toffler stirs the minds of the readers as he writes shocking faects
from statistiese He shows how the earth’s urban population may double
within eleven yearse. He indicates that in about every fifteen years the total
output of goods and services in the advanced societies of the world will
double, and the doubling times are shrinking. He deseribes how speed remained
roughly twenty miles per hour for thousands of years. In 1880 the more
advanced steam locomotive reached a speed of one hundred mph. Yet it took
only fifty-eight years to quadruple the limit of speed. By 1938 airborne man
was ceracking the 400 mph line. It only took twenty years to double the limit
again. By 1960 rocket planes were nearing 4000 mphe Men in space capsules
were cireling the earth at 18,000mph. Toffler writes that 90 percent of all
the seientists who ever lived are now alive. New secientific discoveries are
being made every day. How does man and society eope with all these super=
inventions and super-machines?

He uses printing as an example of unbelievable change. He writes that
prior to 1500 Europe was producing about 1000 books per year. By 1950
Europe was producing 120,000 hooks a year. What onee took a century now
took only ten months. By 1960, the rate had jumped so high a century’s work
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could be completed in seven and a half months.

Dare we look at the future? The answer is, we must] With this ever
econtinuing acceleration of change people must hecome more and more flexible
and adaptable to change. This thrust of change penetrates into every phase
of our present society. No one can eseape it. Unbelievable adaptations are
being made by the governments of the world, the world of trade and business,
fields of education, science, medicine and many others.

Rapid change also has direet and indireect influence on the religions of
the world. It is at this point I would like for us to foeus our attention on
the Christian Church in today's world. Is the Church flexible enough ;to make
necessary adaptations and adjustments to the rapidly changing world? Is the
Church brave enough to take a hard look into the future?

There are some who might raise their banners here and say the Church
does not change. It is eternal. Yes, it is eternal in the sense that the Woxrd
of God does not change, the Gospel message does not change, nor do all the
benefits of God's great plan of salvation. On the other hand, the methods of
teaching God’s Word, preaching the Gospel messaze, and bringing men and
women t0 a personal relationship with God do change. In every ecentury of
the great expansion of Christianity, methods and forms have had to change to
meet the demands of a changing world. In the earlier centuries methods
changed slowly. In the later centuries change gathered momentum. So, where
should we be today? With rushing torrents of change everywhere, are we
adjusting and adapting our Church programs to bring in the harvest of souls
that are now ripening?

There is the danger of being caught in a drag if church leaderz fail to
distinguish between the unchangeableness of the Christian Gozpel mezsage and
the changeableness of ways and means of presenting the great Truth. Have
we ever seen s0 much energy, time and money spent by the leaders in the
business world to keep in stride with the times? They set goals, make plans,
and choose the methods which will give results in a ¢iven sitaation. They are
out to win! The Christian Church is out to win, too. Win souls for the
Kingdom of God. Shall we as childeen of the Kingdom he less wise than the
children of men?

The Church of Christ is winning, but ean’t this winning he accelerated?
Why can’t we pay more attention to what is happening all about us, take a
look at the future, do some planning, and adapt working methods to produce
great results for the Kingdom of God?

If we observe the local secene of change in Taiwan, we find another
startling phenomenon. Every phase of Taiwan’s culture and society has

passed through a drastic change in the last fifteen years. A look into the
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future promises even more of the samee

Just the growth in population alone is startling. In June of 1960 the
¢ivilian population stood at 10,611,081« By 1975 the population count will
stand at well over 16,000,000.

In the field of trade and industry the total output of goods and services
have more than doubled in fifteen yearse In fact the agricultural society of
Taiwan is rapidly changing into an industrial society. The implications of
this drastic and rapid change are many. No phase of Taiwan'’s society can
escape the influence of it, and sharp adjustments are forced upon the peoplee

The Christian Church in Taiwan is caught right in the midst of period of
transition. The growth of the Church will depend on what stance church
leaders take towards ths rapid change. Alert leaders will make necessary
adjustments in their church programs to adapt to the situation and will see
continue pProgresse

One alert leader is Pastor Su T’ien-ming of Kaohsiung Hsin Hsing
Presbyterian Church. He is interested in plans and methods that bring resultse.
He vecognizes that society is changing and that the church must adjust its
program to meet the needs of the peoplee New plans are needed when old ones
become obsolete. For example, Pastor Su observed that the attendance at the
week night Bible Study and Prayer Time kept decreasing.e Members were
becoming increasingly crowded for time and found it difficult to travel a long
distance fo the church for a one hour meeting. So Pastor Su and his members
launched a successful plan of moving the mid-wesk Bible Study and Prayer
Time to four diffevent homes in four separate arcas of Kaohsiung. This meant
that if there were fifteen attending each home meeting, there were sixty
people in attendance at the mid-week service. He diseovered that his plan
attracted more people to attend the meeting and that his entire churceh program
was strengthened by it. Recently he launched a new program in which he
plans to extend the home meetings and have at least 150 in attzndance at the
mid-week servieés Also in an effort to get each chirch member involved in
Bible study and prayer, he is training each family t0 have their own family
worship each day. Special Seriptural materials ave provided for each family
to read each day. He calls it a training program in depthe

Pastor Wang Nan-chieh of a Tainan Presbyterian Church has been used of
the Tord in directing an exsellent prozram of Bible Study for his Church. He
divides his classes strictly to meet th: age and experience levels of his
congregation. At this time he has four or five strony Bible Classes every
week. He discovered that his Bible studies attracted non-Christians, and that
each class has a healthy g¢rowth. His entire church prozram has been

strengthened as a vesult of his programe
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In May of 1972, Pastor Tsang Teng-yin of the Kuomao Free Methodist
Chureh led his church in a suceessful church planting endeavor. These active
Christians realized a receptive area of population in a huge new housing area

(Chukuang Village) four miles from their church. With vision and faith the
pastor and lay workers began their new work in the home of a Christian.
Soon they rented a store-front chapel. God blessed, gave the inerease, and by
December of 1973 a new church building was dedicated. The organization of
the Chukuang Church was also completed. It proved to be a very healthy
experience for hoth the mother and daughter churches.

Reve Paul King of the Christian Missionary Alliance Church has planted
a new church in the town of You Chang. A program of all out personal
evangelism was the method used. This econsisted of house to house calling,
explaining the plan of salvation and inviting the people to accept Christe A
store-front chapel is used for a meeting place and plans are now under way
for purchasing a church building.

These are just a few examples of alert pastors and Christian lay workers
who arve adapting to change and seeing genuine results. Rather than their
being stunned by change, they are taking advantage of the situation. They
are planning and gathering the ripening harvest.

Is it not time for all church leaders to rethink their programming, and
from the top level made bold new plans for evangelism and church planting?
Strong churches ean mother new churches. More consideration should be given
to the training and use of Christian laymen and laywomen, They want to be
active in the church program. They want a place of service. Consideration
should also be given to moving into huge new housing areas of Taiwan’s large
cities with clusters of smaller churches. We need to get out where the people
are livinge We need to arrange our church prograins to meet the needs of g
busy, working society. More consideration can be given to the use of home
meetings on both the urban and rural scenes. Strong program are a must for
the harvesting of the great crop of Taiwan’s ripening youths We need to be
using lavish programming to capture the multitudes of children for Christe
Church denominations need to cooperate morve in using the media of radio and
television for the purpose of evangelism, and in the condueting of large
evangelistic campaigns. Christian leaders must be alert to the possibilities for
evangelism in the field of medical work and many other social programs.

Dare we change our strategy to meet the needs of a world in the midst
of rapid and accelerated change? The best answer to this question is that we
must]

Dorothy Raber
March 21, 1974
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