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WHY WE EXIST ?

William A. Smith

The writer first hecame aware of ths mesd of & clean heart soom after he
found Jesus Christ as his Saviour. There came to his soul an insatiable hunger
to know the full indwelling of Jesus,and with that huager a deep senss of spir-—
itual lack. In the goodness of God there crossed his path & spiritually minded

market-gardener who was filled with the Spirit and could testify to the placs and
time some years earlier when the Holy Spirit definitely cleansed his heart. The
brother mever missed a Saturday mnight to proclaim the Gospel in the open air of
downtown Toronto. In love he urged the writer to study the word of God aand by
faith to eclaim the blessing of holiness. The man had some striking peculiarities
which clearly offended some people. But to me he was “a man sent from God.”
And since then I have mever ceased o thank God for him. The one thing his life
meant $0 M6 Was t0 eauss me 0 s8e the supreme impbrtaz}ce of the Holy Spirit in
my life and the mesd to he sanciéified wholly. This was my introduction to the
Holiness Movemens, or more apsly, che movement of my soul toward spiritual
wholeness.

The mnext impulse toward understanding the Holiness Movement and its Hea—
ching came through the agency of a devout silk merchant. This man’s life had been
transformed many years before in a holiness meeiing in Winnipeg. He made many
business/trips to Japan to purchass silk. The profits from his bhusiness were turned .
toward spiritual eands. Thus he financed the printing of largs quaniities of some
of John Wesley’s tracss in Japan, where printing was cheaper. Two of the Lracs
were “Sin In Believers” and “Repeniance Of Believers. The silk merchant made
these avaliable to all who would read them. As I read thess tracis, writtean by the
founder of Methodism two hundred years before, it was as though I saw my spiritual
need through the illuminating words of John Wesley. These truths answered the
cry of my heart for full deliverance from inbred sin. Jesus alone was my Joshua
who could bring me out of the wildermess into the land of Canaan.

Still later I was to meet another man, a pastor named Harry Jessop, who was
a shining witness to the truth of Bible holiness. He wrots a hook eniitled, I Met
a Man With a Shining Face.” Who was the man with the shining face9 He also
was & pasior, the pasior a large Church in England. This man during his ministry
was overtaken by many troubles and sethacks. He might easily have left the mini-

stry. Instead, he sought the ILord and experienced the glorious, sanctifying power
of the Holy Spirit. His life began to be lived on a higher spiritual plane. He
radiated a fulness of joy and peace he had never known before. He could not with-
hold his new discovery of the Spirit’s cleansing power and fulness, he must share
it with his congregation. But as the Master encountered rejection from His own
people at Nazareth, so did this pastor. He was requesied to tone down his message,
or resign. Throughout this new trial the sanctified pastor retained his joy. He resig-
ned. He became & travelling preacher with a face that shone from an inward glory.
Jessop attended a Convention where the rejected pastor was preaching., The thing
that gripped Jessop was the shine of the other man’s face. Holiness was the theme
of the Convention. Jessop knew he lacked the experience that put the shine on the
other preacher’s face. God showed him his need. He humbled himself to seek the
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Lord publicly. The Holy spirit came and filled his soul. He too became a man with
a shining face.And through the years I have kmown him the grace of holiness has
shome through him, both in his life, his preaching and his writings. From him I
learned that holiness is God’s unhindered activity in the human soul producing
Christ likeness.

HOLINESS is a docirine. It fills the Bible. God is holy. He made man in His
own image. In that holy,happy stats man enjoyed close, unbroken fellowship witch
his Maker. There was no cloud of doubt, mno shadow of sin, nothing to mar the
relationstip between the Heavenly Father and thecreat ure into whom He had brea-

thed His own life. But sin distorted the divine image in man, even as & dark
cloud above distorts the refleciion of the moon upon the surface of the lake.

To vestore that defaced image Jesus came. What man lost in Adam has been
vestored in Christ. Thus we read, ¢“Put on the mew man, which after God, hath
been created in righteousmess and holiness of truth.” Eph. 4:24. And again,* God
hath visited and wrought redemption for His people... that we should serve Him
without fear in holiness and righieousnmess before Him =all the days of our lives.”
Tu. 1:68,74,75. From beginning to end in the Bible the whole purpose of God’s
activity, whether in the progress of Messianic fulfilment, or in the further spread
of the Gospel, or in the establishment and disciplining of the Church is to recreate
man in holiness and righteousness.

HOLINESS is an experiemce in the human soul. It is the cleansing away of
inner pollution. It is the correction of man’s distorted undersianding of God. It is
the straightening of an immoral spiritual bemt in man’s mneture. It is a recovery
of man to spiritual health. It is the dethromement of self and the enthromement of
Christ upon the throne of my heart. It is the resolving of an inner carnal strife,
giving place to the peace that passes understanding. It is the gift of God. It is
bestowed instantaneously by the Holy Spirit. The Word of God urges every believer
to seek holiness NOW, and by faith to receive the fulness of the Holy Spirit.

HOLINESS is a life. Believing that holiness was to be received oaly at the time
of death, the wife of am emiment preacher, as she lay on her deathbed, prayed
earnestly that God would sanciify her. The Holy Spirit instantly sanceified her.
She knew now that she was ready for heaven. But she did mot die. She recovered
and lived on for many years. She proved that dying grace was living grace. She
lived a life of constant victory and gave witness to the practical, enduring quality
of the blessing received when she had thought she was to die.

Holiness is a quality of life. It radiates in our daily human relationships. It
ovidemces itself by swimming against contemporary curremts of evil. It maintains
Christlike endurance in the hard places of life. It is mot & terminal, it is mot a
static stats. It is rather an emtrance into abundant life which permits growth and
ever increaging knowledge of God, and issues in selfless service to the Church and
the community.

This central theme of HOLINESS expressed in doctrine, experience and life
and vindicated by a sincere and reverent study of the Word of God is & key emph
asis at Holy Light Theological Seminary. Indeed, “to extend the truth and
experience of holiness of heart and life,” is ome of the express purposes of the
Institution. We desire our students in their study program to gain a clear under-
standing of its biblical basis, by the graes of God to appropriate the sancbifying
power of the Holy Spirit to their own hearts, and as they go on with the Lord
to witness to it by life and word. To teach it, to urge it, to preelaim it and %o
prepare workers to broadeast this central idea of God's redeeming revelation is a
prime reason for the existence of Hdly Light Theological Seminary.
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