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Abstract

This article firstly points out from the history of Chinese
Christianity that discovering truth is always one of the objectives in
theology of mission, and intellectuals have been playing a critical
role in the process. Then it articulates the difficulties encountered by
the institutional church in Mainland China when it enters the public
sphere since the latter half of the 20" century. Under this modern
social political situation, Sino-Christian theology has emerged
and exhibits its academic and interdisciplinary characters, which
provides a breakthrough for some of the problems encountered by
the church. It has been growing gradually in Mainland academia,
and nourishes different generations of scholars that may not be
members of the church with traditional confession. However, as it is
a collective phenomenon, it seems to have produced some characters
of a community of “faith.” This kind of faith must be understood
from the perspective of modern social transformation, and involves
an intellectual community which is similar to the traditional
Confucianism. Therefore, Sino-Christian theology assembles a kind
of indigenized “faith” and challenges the imagination of traditional

Christian identity.
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